
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Trustees past and present,  farewell  Mark 
Christensen & Pam Richardson at a function 
in Decanter Bay. 
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WELCOME 

Welcome to Issue 7. We hope you are staying well and safe in this latest 
lockdown. Perhaps some of you are managing time in your beautiful 
covenants if you are lucky enough to live on site. We look forward to resuming 
events and covenant visits as soon as it’s possible so thanks in advance for 
your patience as things unfold over the next while. It’s great to stay connected 
online in the meantime though, so thanks also for your continued 
communications on all sorts of covenant-related matters. 

We’ve really enjoyed another productive season working with landowners. 
Over the past six months, staff have found connecting with landowners we 
haven’t met before, and reconnecting with ones we already have, very 
rewarding. It’s pleasing to see increasing collaboration between the 
covenanting, covenant support, volunteer and Wildside programmes together 
with the new Pest Free Banks Peninsula work, enabling better all- round 
support in different areas for covenant holders which will help to achieve the 
best possible ecological outcomes. 

 
The Trust’s 20th birthday party in March was a real highlight of the year. Thank 
you to all who joined us in celebrating the extraordinary achievements made 
since the Trust’s humble beginnings. It was a pleasure putting faces to names 
and chatting with landowners, past staff, volunteers, and our wonderful 
supporters and sponsors. It also marked the official launch of our new 
principal sponsorship with the Lyttelton Port Company, for whose support we 
are most grateful. A big thank you also to our first principal sponsor Andrew 
McCarthy via Hue, as his sponsorship concludes.  

 
In March we farewelled Mark Christensen as Chair of the Trustees. Words 
cannot express the deep gratitude felt by many for the superhuman input over 
the years since the Trust began. Mark was instrumental in getting the Trust 
off the ground in the early days, with his valuable knowledge in environmental 
law and passion for conservation on Banks Peninsula by the community. As a 
partner with Anderson Lloyd Lawyers, he fostered an important corporate 
partnership. We are grateful they remain our foundation sponsor today as the 
Trust’s covenanting work would not be possible without them. Though Mark 
will be missed as a trustee, we are delighted to be able to stay connected 
through his leadership as Chair of the Pest Free Banks Peninsula Project 
Oversight Group. 

 
A very warm welcome to our new Chair Penny Carnaby. Penny has a great 
knowledge of the Peninsula, owning properties in Holmes Bay (complete with 
BPCT covenant), a shared special place in Ōtānerito, and a home in Lyttelton. 
Some of Penny’s many accomplishments to date include being National 
Librarian, University Librarian and Emeritus Professor of Digital Knowledge 
Systems at Lincoln University, and University Librarian at Macquarie. Penny 
recently acted as independent Chair for the Akaroa Wastewater Options 
Working Party and has been involved in supporting community conservation 
initiatives for many years on the Peninsula and in the Harbour Basin. We are 
thrilled to have you on board Penny. 

 

 
COVENANT MILESTONES 

 
There are currently 91 BPCT 

covenants covering 1,526 
hectares across the Banks 

Ecological Region which 
includes the Port Hills and 

Kaitorete Spit. 

 
Recent additions include Mabel 

Hope Reserve and Nelcimor 
(Flea  Bay), French Peak, 

Catherine Marshall Reserve 
(Duvauchelle Peak), Le Bons 

Valley, and Fantail Farm (Pigeon 
Bay). 

 
We’ve enjoyed reconnecting 
with another set of 20 

landowners over the past year 
through the Covenant 

Engagement and Support 
Programme, celebrating 

achievements and providing 
support where possible on any 

issues. We’re looking forward to 
our next set in the five-yearly 
revisit cycle. 



 
The BPCT staff team including new Pest 
Free Banks Peninsula field staff at Te Mata 
Hapuku Birdlings Flat 

 

 
Pest Free team with Lorna Buchanan & 
David Miller under a 600 yr. old tōtara 
at Kaupu covenant 

 

 
Pam Helps & walkers head down into the 
Kaik covenant off Lighthouse Road in April 

 

Stunning view of Akaroa Harbour over 
remnant forest at the Kaik 

PEST FREE BANKS PENINSULA FIELD TEAM 

Another warm welcome to the new Pest Free Banks Peninsula (PFBP) team 
staff: Project Leader Sarah Wilson, Senior Team Leader Tim Sjoberg and his 
supporting team leaders John Williamson and Mark Le Lievre, plus nine field 
staff. We’re excited to have them on board. This team is employed by the Trust 
on behalf of the 14 partners that make up Pest Free Banks Peninsula, and are 
charged with delivering the elimination programme on the Extended Wildside 
and Kaitorete.  

 
Community engagement events discussing the proposed approach for this 
elimination work are already underway in these communities, with more 
planned following lockdown. Attending these are a great way to learn about 
the elimination programme and contribute your views. Team Leader Tim 
Sjoberg is also available every Thursday afternoon from 1pm at the Akaroa 
Library. If you have any questions, drop in for a chat with him.  

 
It will be fantastic to see habitat protection achieved through the covenanting 
programme reach its full potential over time through the removal of 
destructive pests. We look forward to introducing more covenant holders to 
the PFBP team as things develop. Thank you to the team who recently met four 
local covenant holders and helped out on their properties for a day, a lucky 
opportunity before animal pest work begins in earnest. 

 
For more information about Pest Free Banks Peninsula, please visit 
http://www.pestfreebankspeninsula.org.nz 

 
COVENANT WALKS 
A brilliant day was had by 50 keen people at the Kaik walk in April. Fine calm 
weather made for a relaxing stroll with amazing views from this special old 
piece of remnant forest around the Akaroa Harbour Basin and out to the 
heads. It was a good chance to reconnect with Stephen and Pam Helps the 
original owners, hear about the interesting history of the area, and how the 
covenant came into being. Owners Hamish and Sandy Frew are keen to 
develop more walking tracks through the regenerating lower covenant 
extension area which would be great. Being able to meet so many old mātai, 
totara, and kahikatea up close on such a well-formed track in the top area was 
a real treat. Thank you to the Frews for allowing access for the day. 

As part of the walking festival in November, we will be guiding a walk in the 
hills behind Kinloch and Oashore (Forsyth Face), to Hikuraki Valley – a 
covenant managed by Antony Johnson for Doug de Angelis. Keep an eye out 
for invitations closer to the time as places will be limited. 

 
COVENANT SUPPORT PROGRAMME 
We visited another 20 covenants this year, and have been to 60 since the 
programme was launched three years ago. We really appreciate the opportunity 
to connect with and support landowners. This is particularly valuable for new 
landowners who’ve purchased land with a covenant on it. We celebrate 
regeneration successes, support new initiatives, and identify areas of concern or 
uncertainty to address (which can include legal obligations, weed and pest 
management and fence maintenance matters). We aim to revisit each covenant 
approximately every five years, or as soon as possible following a change of 
ownership. Monitoring covenant health via photopoint and bioindicator species 
surveys is a key component of CESP visits. 

 



 
Lookout over Mabel Hope Reserve 
Photo:  Shireen Helps 
 

Penguin burrow in Mabel Hope Reserve 
 

White flippered blue penguins kororā in nest 
box at Pōhatu Flea Bay 

 

Armstrong Stream running through Mabel 
Hope Reserve 
 

We are thrilled that more landowners are undertaking regular photopoint 
monitoring themselves or are interested in doing so in the future. 

 
Twenty years on since the Trust began, and 17 years since the first covenant was 
formed, we are now seeing obvious increases in biodiversity enhancement made 
through covenanting over a longer period. The immediate effects in the first few 
years after initial fencing to exclude stock, allowing the understory and palatable 
species to regenerate, also never ceases to amaze us. 

 
The importance of landowner commitment to weed and pest management, and 
fence maintenance is highlighted on these visits. Old man’s beard, sycamore and 
banana passionfruit remain the worst plant threats to native forest health.     If you 
spot these in your covenants and need control information, please contact      us as 
soon as possible. The long-term cost of control is far higher in preventing loss 
of hard-won native ecological gains. There is also the problem of these pests 
spreading to neighbouring properties. 

 
We are excited to see so many enthusiastic animal pest trappers out there, 
whose achievements together with those of the longer-term Pest Free Banks 
Peninsula programme, will really enable the full potential of these forests and 
rare ecosystems to be realised. 

 
The CESP program also helps to inform which covenants would benefit most 
from extra assistance to achieve the best ecological outcomes, and where the 
volunteer programme might be able to support with project days. 

 
A huge thank you to our CESP volunteer assistants Hamish Fairbairn, Fran 
Johnson, and Lizzie Meek. 

 
FEATURE COVENANT 
Mabel Hope Reserve is one of four new covenants completed this year. This 
beautiful 6ha area in the floor of Flea Bay/Pōhatu protects a stretch of 
Armstrong stream running through flourishing native forest to the sea. Several 
beautiful tōtara and mātai were spared in the early days from clearing and so 
will now be protected in perpetuity. 

 
A diverse range of broadleaf species and vines are repopulating the area which 
also supports a small wetland. Shireen Helps is proactive in enrichment 
planting using locally eco-sourced species which would have naturally occurred 
there once prior to clearing and grazing. Many groups have assisted in this work 
which also has valuable educational and community involvement aspects. 

 
White-flippered penguins kororā (the name also shared by their little blue 
penguin cousins) waddle up from the sea to this haven and surrounds to nest, 
and can be quite noisy at night! The Helpses have put out many nesting boxes 
but natural burrows in banks can also be found. Shireen and Francis’ ongoing 
pest control work in this area has resulted in a massive success story for these 
delightful, iconic and super special birds to the Peninsula. They are one of the 
world’s smallest penguin species, endemic to Canterbury, and only breed on 
Banks Peninsula and Motunau Island. 

 
The new reserve falls within the Wildside area. The Helps family are already the 
proud owners of existing BPCT and QEII covenants.



 

 
Miriama Kamo speaks to the community 
about her Birdlings Flat connections at the 
Te Mata Hapuku biodiversity day in May 

 

Crowd studying special plants in Hauroko 
covenant 

 

Kate Whyte explains threats to the local 
special ecology & planting options in a local 
lake garden 

 

 
Colin Meurk discussing new plantings at 
Streats Bush biodiversity day & weeds 
workshop 

 The general  Flea Bay area has many protected areas providing valuable habitat 
and healthy waterway linkages, including Tutakakahikura, Misty Peaks, and 
Armstrong           Reserves, plus the Pōhatu Marine Reserve. 

 
For their extraordinary services to wildlife conservation, Shireen and Francis 
have just received a Queens Birthday Honour – recognising over 40 years of 
hard work and commitment to protect both the little white-flippered penguins 
and yellow-eyed penguins hoiho. Congratulations Francis and Shireen, how 
lucky Banks Peninsula is to have you! 

 
BIODIVERSITY/WEED WORKSHOPS 
The Te Mata Hapuku - Birdlings Flat community information afternoon “Native 
biodiversity in the garden - celebrating our local taonga” was held in early May. 
Local rūnanga, Kate Whyte, Miriama Kamo and Colin Meurk set the scene 
before we walked through Hauroko covenant to highlight the natural flora and 
fauna that thrives in the absence of weeds, then through a local garden and loop 
walk around Birdlings Flat to highlight invasive weed species that threaten this 
fragile unique environment. We were especially thrilled to have Miriama Kamo 
present who still has family connections in the area and has been instrumental 
in facilitating a community native planting area near the lakefront. The 
community turnout was fantastic – thanks everyone! 

 
If you’d like to learn more about why this area is of national significance and 
how you can help to look after it do contact us. There is an excellent new 
brochure available detailing species suitable to plant, and invasive threats to 
remain vigilant against. 

 
The Streat’s Bush day in mid-April was well attended by a range of organisations 
and landowners involved in the Southern Port Hills project – Te Kākahu 
Kahukura. It highlighted challenges that can face restoration projects. Old 
man’s beard, banana passionfruit, karo, boneseed, veldt grass and North Island 
hybrids (lacebark and Pseudopanax spp) were the focus. Thank you to Colin 
Meurk for his expertise on the day and to Antony Johnson and Bob Webster for 
demonstrating weed control techniques. 

 
It is awesome to see the new owners of these two covenants getting good advice 
and acting on it to control weed issues. Amazing progress has been made in 
recent years. It was neat to see how well natives are establishing despite the 
tough drought conditions at the time. Fifty volunteers from Barker and 
Associates urban planners did a sterling job helping out in the lower areas as a 
team exercise in the afternoon. A big thank you to the landowners, volunteers, 
and community involved. We look forward to supporting you as your projects 
progress. 

 
HILLTOP FIRE INFORMATION EVENING 
This year the subject for discussion over pizza and a drink will be ways to 
mitigate fire risk in relation to native vegetation. We are inviting some experts in 
the field and look forward to hearing landowner experiences, views and 
strategies as well. Keep an eye out for invitations – date yet to be set, Covid levels 
dependent. 



Contact Us 
 

Maree Burnett, 
General Manager 
021 206 8647 
maree.burnett@bpct.org.nz 

 
Marie Neal, 
Covenants Officer 
marie.neal@bpct.org.nz 
Tuesday-Thursday 

 
Alice Webster, 
Wildside Coordinator 
alice.webster@bpct.org.nz 

 
Sophie Hartnell, 
Volunteer Coordinator 
sophie.hartnell@bpct.org.nz 

 
Sarah Bisley, 
Administrator 
sarah.bisley@bpct.org.nz 

 
Sarah Wilson, 
Pest Free Banks Peninsula 
Project Leader 
sarah.wilson@bpct.org.nz 

 
Postal 
PO Box 146, 
Tai Tapu, 7645 
03 3296340 

 
Website: www.bpct.org.nz 
Conservation Covenants 

 

FRIENDS OF THE TRUST SCHEME 

As a local charity, how much conservation work we can achieve depends on the 
generosity of our supporters. We are fortunate to have backing from new 
principal sponsor Lyttelton Port Company, Anderson Lloyd Lawyers continue 
as our foundation sponsor to provide legal support on   a pro bono basis crucial 
to the covenants process, new gold sponsors Merrell and Bayleys this year, 
along with our existing gold supporters; Vicinity Solutions, Fox and Associates 
land surveyors, Boffa Miskell ecologists and Independent Line Services – three 
of whom provide some pro bono professional services. We also receive funding 
support from the Rātā foundation, ECan, CCC, DOC, Predator Free 2050, and 
the Rod Donald Banks Peninsula Trust. We are very grateful to them all. 

 
The Trust could not run the covenanting programme without their support; 
however, we are constantly limited by what we can do and how we can better 
support landowners while achieving future financial stability. 

 
You can support us by becoming a Friend of the Trust. Donations can be made 
as a one-off gift or at regular intervals, as general support or in support of one 
of our programmes; Covenanting/Habitat Restoration, Pest Free Banks 
Peninsula, Te Kākahu Kahukura, The Tūī programme or the Wildside 
Programme. You can also arrange to leave a gift in your will, and/or volunteer 
your time and expertise.  
 

 
Please visit https://www.bpct.org.nz/support-us to find out more. Thank you. 

 

CHANGE OF OWNERSHIP REMINDER 
If you are buying or selling land with a covenant on it, please remember to advise 
us of the new owner’s details so we can contact them to keep in touch. It’s an 
important opportunity to meet new landowners and share information on why 
these places are so valuable. A simple guide on both buyer and seller 
commitments can be found on our website or please email 
enquiries@bpct.org.nz 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 


