
GORSE AND 
BROOM HILL 
PRIORITY AREA
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Plan ahead: 
• Make time for control 

when it will be most 
effective. 

• Work from the outside 
in – i.e. control the most 
isolated plants first, then scattered plants 
and patches, working towards containing 
large patches.

• Book a contractor early and see if your 
neighbours want to share the cost (email 
biosecurity@ecan.govt.nz for a list of known 
contractors).

• Manage grazing so the treated areas are free 
of stock during control operations.

• If you are not able to do everything in 
one year, plan when other areas will be 
controlled.

Advice: Each season that plants are left 
uncontrolled, control costs can double and 
the impact of herbicide on the environment is 
potentially increased. 

For more information on farm biosecurity go 
to www.ecan.govt.nz\biosecurity or email 
biosecurity@ecan.govt.nz. 

Who is responsible for control?
Land occupiers within the gorse and broom hill priority 
areas (see map) are responsible for controlling gorse 
and broom plant(s)

• patches 50sqm or less 

• 10m along boundaries (includes roadsides)

DID YOU 
KNOW...
Gorse & broom seed is not windblown; 
seeds explode from pods and land 
close to the plant, and are most 
commonly spread by animals, 
machinery, footwear and water.  

Gorse & Broom  
MANAGEMENT TIPS

More information
www.ecan.govt.nz/pests 
(pages 47 to 49, 56 to 58) 

E19/6756

Contact us on:  
0800 324 636 or 
biosecurity@ecan.govt.nz



Talk to your neighbours:
• Share some of the costs – If you are organising a 

contractor for your property, you may save some 
of the travel costs of a ground contractor or ferry 
time of a helicopter.

• Keep your boundary clear - If you have gorse and 
broom along your boundary and your neighbours 
land is relatively free of these pests, don’t let your 
problem become theirs.

• Talk it out - If you are concerned about gorse 
and broom coming across the fence from your 
neighbour, talk to them – they may not realise the 
impact it has on you.

• You may also be responsible for controlling road 
verges adjacent to your property; for more info, go 
to www.ecan.govt.co.nz and search for ‘Canterbury 
Regional Pest Management Plan’, page 18 table 1 of 
the RPMP.

Advice: If you have spoken to your neighbour 
and you haven’t resolved the issue, let 
Environment Canterbury know and we can offer 
advice on what to do next. 

Gorse
(Ulex europaeus) 

Broom 
Common (Cytisus multiflorus; C. scoparius)
Montpillier broom (Teline monspessulana)
Spanish broom (Spartium junceum)

OBJECTIVE FOR THE GORSE  
AND BROOM PROGRAMME:

Keep clear areas clear by preventing spread  
of gorse and broom.

Gorse and broom can be difficult and expensive 
to manage if left to establish, especially in hill 
country where control tools are limited. Both 
plants will grow in a wide range of habitats 
from coastal wetlands to high altitudes. Early 
intervention is the most efficient and cost-
effective way to prevent costly and ongoing 
future control costs. 

Control is most cost 
effective and efficient 
when plants:
• first appear in open pasture;

• are young; 

• have not yet seeded; and

• are actively growing (if using 
herbicides for control).

Advice: Carry loppers/handsaw or herbicide when 
you’re out and about on the farm so that you can 
treat isolated single plants as you find them.

Consider appropriate 
control methods:
• Isolated plants - cut and 

stump treat, apply a granular 
herbicide, knapsack spray with 
herbicide, physical removal.

• Scattered plants – motorised 
knapsack, gun and hose.

• Scattered clumps – mechanical removal,  
gun and hose or aerial herbicide application.

• Large infestations – fence and leave alone, 
mechanical removal, perimeter spray using gun 
and hose or aerial herbicide application. Note that 
large infestations should be the last area to control; 
isolated or scattered plants/clumps should be your 
highest priority - see 50m2 rule.

Advice: There is a range of suitable herbicides, 
from gels and granular formulations to liquids – 
talk to a farm supply store retailer or herbicide 
company representative for advice. 


