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This year marks the ten-
year anniversary of the 
successful translocation 

of tui to Banks Peninsula.
The first release of birds 

from Maud Island was at 
Hinewai in April 2009 and 
included thirty birds. The fol-
lowing year in March a further 
forty-two birds were released. 

This was the culmination of 
a great deal of work supported 
by many different groups in 
the community including the 
Banks Peninsula Conserva-
tion Trust, local hapu, Lincoln 
University and Christchurch 
City Council.

But the initial push for 
this work came from the Tui 
Restoration Group, chaired by 
Patsy Dart and co-ordinated by 
Frances Schmechel. 

“My parents retired here 
(Akaroa) in the 1970’s and 
there were still tui here” recalls 
Patsy. 

“There were about seven 
around the place, but they 
died out.”

Patsy’s memories of the 
birds were part of the reason 
that spurred her onto help 
establish the reintroduction of 
the species.

The group had great for-
tune in meeting with Laura 
Molles, a lecturer at Lincoln 
University, an ecologist and 
conservationist.

“I had just moved down 
from the North Island and I 
was looking for a project to get 
involved in” Laura recounts. 

“I had done similar things in 
the North and I was very keen 
to do something here as well.”

Alongside Patsy, Frances 
and Laura the team also in-
cluded Heidi Stevens and 
Rachel Barker.

The group had a lot of 
ground work to do before 
their dreams of repopulating 
the Peninsula could come to 
fruition. 

This would be one of the first 
times that tui had been trans-
located from their breeding 
programme on Maud Island 
in the Marlborough Sounds.

Not only did they need to 
prove the habitat could sus-
tain the birds they needed to 
fundraise to get them here 

– no mean feat as it required 
many hours of volunteer time, 
coordination and commitment.

The initial date set for the 
drop was a howling southerly. 
There were storms at Maud Is-
land and the conditions looked 
set to wreck their dreams. 

But the following day the 
birds were on their way and 
fifty supporters gathered in 
pouring rain at Hinewai in 
Long Bay to welcome them.

“Rachel let us know they 
were coming” recalls Patsy, 
“and the helicopter flew out 
of a grey sky.”

Re-homing the tui was just 
the start of the project. 

Monitoring the birds and 
how well they adapted to their 
surrounds was the next stage. 

“We needed evidence that 
the first group went well” 
explains Laura. 

“We had to know that they 
liked it here and be confident 
of their survival before any 
more birds would be released.”

The kahikatea was bloom-
ing, and the birds made them-
selves right at home.

“They just sat in the trees 
and gorged themselves” Laura 
says, “they were quite easy 
to spot.”

At first they stayed pretty 
much close to home, which 
was great as they could form 
breeding pairs and this was an 
important part of the trial. 

And there were fledglings 
that season. 

Then the birds started to 
move and began to be spotted 
in Akaroa. 

One of the team, Karen 
Middlemass, would wander 
and look for tuis in gardens in 
Akaroa, and she often chatted 
to people about the project 
including Rob Grigg.

“I saw someone in my gar-
den” Rob recalls. 

“She was looking for tui and 
we got chatting and she ended 
up coming up for a cup of tea.”

That conversation drew Rob 
into the Tui Group, and she 
has become a key person in 
continuing the important work 
of observing and monitoring 
the tui population. 

In view from her kitchen 
window is a tui feeder with 

birds swooping and playing all 
around it. You could think that 
tui were abundant.

However, they are still vul-
nerable. While the released 
group have done extremely 
well and continue to breed, 
they are still at risk from 
predators, lack of habitat and 
window strike.

Window strike
Window strike is an issue 

for native birds and with many 
homes across the Peninsula 
making the most of the views 
with plenty of glass this is a 
concern. 

“I think its about raising 
awareness” Rob says, “there 
are simple things that people 
can do.”

Patsy agrees.
“Windows and particularly 

glass balustrades on decks are 
a problem. We lose a lot of 
birds this way.”

The birds see the reflections 
in the glass and are not aware 
of the solid glass, or they see 
through a glass door and out 
another window and can’t see 
the glass in between and think 
they have a clear flight path.

“It can be distressing to have 
a bird crash into your glass” 
Rob says.

The group has some ideas 
for people to help reduce the 
likelihood of this happening.

Furniture or plants against 
balustrades help break up the 
view of a clear pathway. 

Decals on windows can help 
or keeping shades halfway 
down especially when you are 
not sitting enjoying your view.

If you have clear glass at 
the front perhaps considering 
having opaque glass on win-
dows or doors that seem like 

they form an open pathway 
would help.

“Look at where it is happen-
ing” suggests Patsy “what time 
of day does it happen? Think 
what you might be able to do 
to prevent it.”

And for tui to flourish think-
ing about planting natives in 
your gardens to attract the birds 
is a fantastic support. 

Feed
Tui are nectar feeders and 

many native plants provide ex-
cellent nourishment for them. 

So do tui feeders.
Devised by Tui Group mem-

ber Trevor Bedford, this clever 
feeder allows native birds such 
as tui and bellbirds to supple-
ment their diet, especially in 
the winter.

“I originally made one that 
had a wider base” explains 
Trev, “but the sparrows would 
get into it and make a mess 
and poo in the water, so I had 
to change it.”

Tui are particularly suscep-
tible to disease and infection.

His tinkering created the 
iconic wine bottle feeder that 
now graces many a Peninsula 
back yard, and further afield.

“Our daughter Emma has 
one in her garden in Mt Pleas-
ant” Gill Bedford explains, 
“and there was great excite-
ment when a tui visited.”

This has caused quite a flurry 
in that community with people 
very excited at the prospect of 
tui further afield.

That is one of the goals of the 
Tui Group, that their popula-
tion grows and they continue 
to spread.

“It is hard to track actual 
numbers now” Laura explains 
“we don’t always see nests, 

and birds can often disappear 
for years and then come back. 
But the population is still quite 
small.”

The furthest afield a tui has 
been spotted is at Leithfield. 

‘The Bishop’ as he was 
known, had been off adventur-
ing over the hill. 

He even visited the garden 
in Cashmere of one of the crew 
who had banded him, before 
returning to the Peninsula.

Predators
The other big risk to tui is, 

of, course predators. 
More successful pockets of 

birds are found where trapping 
is a real focus. 

This is particularly evident 
in Akaroa, Takamatua and Lit-
tle River where there are strong 
local trapping and predator 
control groups.

“This year is a particular 
concern” Rob Grigg continues, 
“as there has been an abun-
dance of seeds which leads to 
an increase in rats, ferrets and 
stoats.”

Any help locals can give in 
setting traps around their own 
properties is a helping hand 
given to our native birds.

Worth it?
So, ten years on has it all 

been worth it?
Laura Molles thinks so. 
“It has been so rewarding 

working with such a great 
group of people. Often as a 
scientist you work in a bubble. 

“This project has been a lot 
of fun” she says, “but it also 
gives me hope and keeps me 
optimistic. That such an en-
thusiastic group of volunteers 
can be so invested, it is so 
meaningful.”

The data that has been 
collected by the tui group is 
invaluable. 

There are a lot of tui spotters 
who enthusiastically record 
and report on the movements 
of the birds, and all of the 
information has been logged 
and studied by Laura – over 
7,000 sightings. 

The project has become one 
of the longest studies of its kind 
due to the commitment of the 
volunteers. 

DoC can usually only fund 
studies of bird release pro-
grammes for three years so 
to have ten years is a great 
achievement.

“The social impact is really 
important too” continues Gill 
“it has really brought the com-
munity together. 

“People want to see the tui. 
They get to see the whole life 
cycle.”

“And they are planting in 
their gardens” Trev adds “and 

Tracking the tui on the Peninsula

Laura Molles releases a tui after ba nding.

The iconic tui have made a home in Banks Peninsula 
but their survival is delicate.
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trapping. It has had a big 
impact.”

Spotters are pretty sure that 
one of the originals, Louie, is 
still around. 

The group farewelled an-
other original, Jospeh, recently 
- a victim of window strike. 

The longevity of these birds 
in the wild is good evidence 
of success. The oldest known 
captive tui is 10 years, so they 
are holding their own.

Without a dedicated group 
of volunteers none of this 
would be possible.

“Laura has been great” 
Patsy says, ‘she has been very 
devoted to the project. 

“And it is a group effort. We 
have had marvellous sponsors, 
we’ve worked with DoC , the 
Council and local hapu. But it 
has all been volunteer work.”

“All of our spotters are 
amazing” Rob continues. 

“We love hearing their sto-
ries and receiving their photos 
and information. And the group 
encourages people to get in 
touch. They are always keen 
to hear where their feathered 
friends have ventured to.

What can people do to help 
the tui? Plenty - from planting 
natives, getting involved in 
trapping, and thinking about 
how you can reduce window 
strike.

Perhaps install a bird feeder. 
Keep an eye out and let the 

Tui Group know if you come 
across any birds further from 
home. 

They’re always keen for as 
much information as possible.

For more information a 
pamphlet can be obtained from 
the local library, or contact the 
Banks Peninsula Conservation 
Trust at enquiries@bpct.org.
nz or by calling 03 329 6340.

Away it goes - Vanessa Mander  releases a tui after banding.

A mother feeds her hungry fledgling.

Above and below: Tui and 
Bellbird share a bird feeder 
in Trev and Gill Bedford’s 
Akaroa garden.


	Page6.pdf
	Page7.pdf

