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After just over a year in the role I’m excited to send you my first Wildside 
Newsletter. What a year 2020 was. This Wildside Newsletter covers some 
of the milestones that were celebrated over the year, provides updates on 
various biodiversity monitoring that was undertaken on the Wildside and 
shares info on what you can do to help various native flora and fauna 
flourish on your property. 

ALICE WEBSTER – WILDSIDE COORDINATOR  
Although I started with the Banks Peninsula Conservation Trust (BPCT) in 
October 2019, I still think of myself 
as the ‘new’ Wildside Coordinator.  

For most of last year I lived in the 
stunning Hickory Bay, but after lock 
down I finally bought my first home. 
I am now based on Okains Bay Rd 
– in between Robinsons Bay and 
Duvauchelle. When I’m not doing 
conservation related work you will 
likely find me in my garden either 
planting another native seedling, 
‘power gardening’ – testing out my 
inherited (with the house) power 
tools or adapting to life with a fur 
baby and attempting to train the 
‘pocket rocket’ – my new miniature foxie puppy, Rocket.  

My past work life includes running the wilding pine control operations in 
the Wakatipu; working with South Otago farming catchments to help 
farmers improve their water quality and environmental footprint; working 
in Chile in tourism and then with children; and an assortment of summer 
jobs including being a summer ranger at Wenderholm Regional Park north 
of Auckland, vegetation monitoring in our Canterbury and Otago high 
country and radio tracking the first tui released at Hinewai 10 years ago. 

I am passionate about conservation and what the BPCT, landowners, and 
agency partners are doing on the Peninsula to protect and enhance the 
local environment. I am also enjoying getting my teeth into some exciting 
and challenging projects that are evolving. I have appreciated getting to 
know many of you over the last year and look forward to visiting and 
learning from many more of you, hearing your conservation successes and 
issues  and how I can assist.  

WILDSIDE MILESTONES 

Over 20% of the Wildside land area is now 
legally protected for conservation purposes 
– either as public reserve or under 
conservation covenants on private land, 
which is no mean feat in a farming 
landscape.  

This landowner/manager realisation, 
appreciation and dedication to protecting 
our outstanding and – in many cases – rare 
native flora and fauna has helped enable 
some fantastic achievements and 
milestones in the last year that we can be 
really proud of. 

Banks Track Celebrates 30 Years 

This is a fantastic success story of how the 
local farming community has evolved and 
diversified their income and land use 
practices, making the most of – and also 
benefiting from – the regenerating native 
vegetation, stunning landscape and wildlife 
which are so iconic to the Peninsula.  

Wildside Trapper Retires 

John Stuart has been trapping for us on the 
Wildside for over 12 years. He has played a 
huge role in protecting the successful 
breeding of many of our penguins and other 
coastal seabirds over those years.  

We celebrated John’s contribution to the 
Wildside with a small afternoon tea party of 
participating landowners and BPCT staff. 

John Stuart on his Stony Bay – Golden Pond Trapline. 
Photo: Alice Webster. 

 

 

Ø Please feel free to contact me: 

(    027 253 9624.           @ alice.webster@bpct.org.nz    
+   30 Okains Bay Rd, Robinsons Bay, RD1, Akaroa 7581 



PEST FREE BANKS PENINSULA  
One of the biggest things to celebrate on the Wildside in 2020 was the 
announcement that Pest Free Banks Peninsula (PFBP) was successful 
in their funding bid to Predator Free 2050 (PF2050), receiving $5.11 
million. This money must be matched with equal funding from other 
sources over a five year period.  

The $10M eradication project involves sister programmes on Kaitorete 
and the ‘Extended Wildside’.  The ‘Extended Wildside’ programme will 
be focused on possum eradication and targeted suppression of 
mustelids, feral cats and rats. The ‘Extended Wildside’ area centres on 
the existing Wildside and expands to take in both sides of the Summit 
Rd to the sea and the whole peninsula from the Akaroa Heads around 
to approximately Duvauchelle/Okains Bay.  

New technology and innovation coupled with existing community 
knowledge and support will be critical to the eradication programmes 
success. 

A team of PFBP field staff are currently being recruited to work with the 
community, and the PFBP partners in delivering this programme. The 
PFBP team will be undertaking more community consultation and 
communication in 2021. 

 

BIODIVERSITY OUTCOME MONITORING PLAN FOR 
THE EXTENDED WILDSIDE 

Monitoring of vegetation, birds, 
invertebrates and lizards are all being 
looked at to help ascertain whether the 
PFBP project is successful at improving 
native biodiversity. Monitoring of such 
aspects will enable us to involve and 
share learnings with the community and 
help assure funders the project is on track. 
It is also a good opportunity to collate all 
the science that is and has been 
undertaken in the area, with the aim of 
gathering it in one place and making it 
easier to access and communicate back 
to the community.  

 

 

 
Local, John Thom, shares his trapping experiences with 
a PFBP advisory group. Looking down Akaroa Harbour 
from Pigeon Bay Rd turnoff. Photo: Alice Webster.  

 
Local, Robin Burleigh, shares his stories of Panama 
Reserve and the creation of the ‘Wildside Project’ to the 
PFBP advisory group. Otepatotu Scenic Reserve in the 
background. Photo: Alice Webster. 

 
Stunning Wildside coastline view from within the predator 
proof fence on the cliff top of Stony Bay. The success of 
tītī nesting and spotted skinks within the predator proof 
fence is an example of the thriving native biodiversity 
concequences that PFBP is aiming for. Photo: Alice 
Webster. 

 

 

 
Tree fern. Photo: Marie Neal. 

 

 

 

 

 

Ø If you have been doing any of your own biodiversity monitoring, 
are keen to have monitoring sites established on your property, 
want to help do the monitoring, or would like to sponsor lizard 
artificial retreats or wētā motels please contact me. 

Ø If you are interested in learning more go to the PFBP website, 
or email Sarah Wilson, PFBP Project Leader on 
sarah.wilson@bpct.org.nz. 
Ø  



WILDSIDE YELLOW-EYED PENGUIN MONITORING 

Last summer (2019/2020) there was only one hoiho (Megadyptes 
antipodes aka yellow-eyed penguin) nest found on Banks Peninsula, on 
the Wildside. The pair 
successfully raised 
two healthy chicks 
who both fledged at 
good weights. 
Interestingly the father 
penguin had a tag that 
placed him as a chick 
on Otago Peninsula 
16 years ago and 
hadn’t been recorded 
anywhere since.  

Rachel Hickcox from 
Otago University 
attached GPS 
tracking devices to 
several adult birds for 
a few weeks. This 
data will inform three 
separate post-
graduate projects 
looking at different 
aspects of hoiho 
health and food 
foraging. Findings will 
be shared with the 
wider community when it is published.  

In October a team of Christchurch City Council (CCC) rangers, a 
volunteer vet, landowners, and BPCT staff carried out two days of hoiho 
nest searches on the Wildside. We were absolutely delighted to find 
three adult hoiho’s each sitting on nests containing two eggs each, 
including the successful pair from last summer. 

The Wildside Committee, working with the Department of Conservation 
(DOC) ranger Oscar Ashton and new BPCT trapper Mark Le Lievre, 
coordinated a more intensive trapping programme around the hoiho nest 
areas to reduce the risk of any land predation.  

 

 

 

Devastatingly, all chicks that hatched died of diphtheria. This is the first 
time diphtheria has been confirmed in the Banks Peninsula colony.  

 

Ø You can help as well by undertaking pest control on your own 
property and ensuring dogs are never allowed off leads 
anywhere along the coastline and surrounding vegetation.  

 

WILDSIDE MILESTONES cont. 

Birthday Celebration & Movie Stardom 
for Hugh & Hinewai 

 
Over 500 guests enjoyed the party at Otanerito. Photo: 
Alice Webster. 

One of the rarest and most valued fauna on 
the Wildside – Hugh Wilson – turned 75 and 
celebrated his birthday and Hinewai success 
at a fantastic and well attended party.  

Ø Read an extended story in the BPCT April 
2020 Newsletter. 

Ø Watch ‘Fools and Dreamers’ – the short 
documentary on Hugh and Hinewai. 

10 Years of Tūī 

Tūī – which had been extinct on Banks 
Peninsula for over 30 years – were 
reintroduced in 2009-10. Ten years on they 
are still here, with numbers stable. 

Ø ‘Latitude’ magazine (August 2020) did a 
feature article on the successful 
community project. You can view it here. 

 
‘Jack’ the tūī showing the tell tale signs of recent feasting 
with pollen marks on his head. Every year more birds are 
banded and named, this enables a keen eyed community 
group to keep track of which birds are where and when. 
Photo: Laurie Richards.  

 

 

 
The metal ID tag was removed from this father penguin 
and all birds have been microchipped. This is important 
because the microchips are placed under the skin and 
don’t cause any water resistance or reflect light like metal 
tags which can attract predators. Photo: Alice Webster. 

 

 

 



WILDSIDE WĒTĀ MONITORING 
Priscilla Wehi of Landcare Research in Dunedin visited the Wildside at 
the end of last summer to find and measure various attributes of our 
indigenous Hemideina ricta – which we unofficially nicknamed the 
‘Wildside Wētā’ – as this species is endemic to the South Eastern arm 
of Banks Peninsula and found nowhere else in the world. Her research 
into the size of Hemideina ricta body parts tells a story of how the males 
heads continue to grow, and looks into what the costs of that may be. 

Environment Canterbury (ECan) contributed $2,000 which allowed us to 
apply for a summer scholar. Lincoln  University accepted the application 
and contributed an additional $4,000. This enabled us to employ 
Maryanne as a summer student to help re monitor wētā motels and other 
invertebrate monitoring that was undertaken 10 years ago across the 
Extended Wildside.  

A huge THANK YOU to the amazing Akaroa Mens Shed – in particular 
John Dunlop – who were kind enough to form a production line to build 
us 130 new wētā motels – you guys are legends! Thanks also to David 
Miller for supplying much of the untreated wood used to make the 
motels, milled from macrocarpas felled on his Decanter Bay property.  

Many of the sites we have visited so far still had the old wētā motels 
from 10 years ago. Ones with wētā inside were able to be upgraded into 
their new abodes.  

 

TĪTĪ BURROW MONITORING IN STONY BAY 
The tītī (Puffinus griseus aka Sooty Shearwater or ‘muttonbird’) nesting 
colony is within the small confines of the predator proof fence teetering 
on the steep cliff tops leading into Stony Bay. The burrows are usually 
monitored for activity twice a year. Unfortunately, due to the Covid-19 
lockdown, we weren’t able to undertake the regular April survey. 

 
Priscilla measuring the size of a male wētā’s mandible. 
Photo: Alice Webster. 

Maryanne finding a wētā in one of the old motels. Photo: 
Mike Bowie.

The amazing Akaroa Mens Shed wētā motel 
manufacturers. Photo: Julie Chandelier. 

The boys tītī monitoring team: Graeme Page recording, 
Carl Croft under the rug looking at the tiny burrow scope 
screen and giving instructions to Phil Crutchley with his 
arm in a burrow. Photo: Alice Webster. 

 

 

 

Ø More detail on this story can be found on p31 of the ‘BPCT 2020 
Annual Report.’ 

Ø You can help protect our precious wētā by undertaking pest 
control on your property, keeping your cat indoors and by 
allowing native vegetation to regenerate, especially kānuka. 
Kānuka, native fuchsia and tōtara on forest margins are favoured 
as the top real estate for the Banks Peninsula tree wētā. They 
love the flaky bark, knots and twists that these tree trunks and 
branches have to offer.  

 

Ø Please contact me if you would like a “How to make your own 
wētā motel” factsheet or are interested in establishing some on 
your property. I am keen to increase our wētā motel monitoring 
network across a larger Extended Wildside area.  



However, a team from Koukourarata, DOC, CCC and BPCT completed 
the December active burrow count, with very rewarding findings.  

In extremely hot conditions we grovelled, slid and maneuvered around to 
snoop into 100 burrows (the most that has been found) with burrow 
scopes (cameras on the end of a bendy tube which can be twisted into a 
burrow to enable us to see deeper) and found 66 of them active (sighting 
either an adult bird and or egg) – which is another record! The graph 
highlights how the completion of the predator proof fence in 2010 has 
helped this colony recover from only 3 pairs back in 1995. We agreed it 
had been a great day, and the successes are real credit to the 
Armstrongs and everyone that has worked to create various fences over 
the years and keep it a safe sanctuary from predators.  

 

BANKS PENINSULA KORORĀ SURVEY 

In 2000, DOC led a kororā (Eudyptula minor albosignata aka white-
flippered little (blue) penguin) survey of the entire Banks Peninsula 
coastline. Twenty years on, the passionate team at Pohatu Penguins 
have been the driving force behind a repeat of the original survey, to 
understand the current state of the Banks Peninsula kororā population.  

This time the survey was organised and coordinated completely by the 
community – a monumental undertaking! The biggest THANK YOU 

 
Tītī monitoring team selfie. Alice Webster (BPCT), 
Graeme Page (Koukourarata), Carl Croft (Koukourarata), 
Phil Crutchley (CCC), Anita Spencer (DOC) and Alison 
Evans (CCC). Photo: Alice Webster. 

 
Phil Crutchley with one arm in a burrow manoeuvring the 
burrow scope (easier done with the heavy battery pack - 
at the other end - in the air) and Carl Croft sweltering 
under a rug so he can see the tiny screen streaming the 
footage from the camera at the end of the burrow scope, 
enableing him to direct which way Phil weaves the scope 
further into the burrow. Photo: Alice Webster. 

 

Ave giving everyone a briefing at Pohatu for the kororā 
survey training day. Photo: Alice Webster. 

 

Insert another photo of us monitoring. 

 
The number of active burrows (containing an adult bird and or egg) found in the annual 
December monitoring. 

 

 

 
Tītī in a burrow. Photo: DOC. 

 

 



needs to go to Averil Parthonnaud who was at the helm of the project, 
putting in countless unpaid hours to make this survey reality. Ave, and 
the rest of the passionate team at Pohatu Penguins, you guys are 
absolute legends!  

Thank you also to all the local volunteers and businesses who 
generously gave their time to grovel through gorse and matagouri, take 
their boats out and provided gear and safety equipment to help make 
this survey a success. Without your help and professionalism this survey 
wouldn’t have been possible.  

Results of the survey will be shared with the community, and a short 
documentary will be released during Sea Week (6-14 March 2021). 

Kev captivating his group at Pohatu with stories of where kororā nests have been found, 
during the kororā nest survey training day. Photo: Alice Webster 
 
 

WILDING PINES 
You may not think that Banks Peninsula has a wilding pine issue and 
compared to other areas in New Zealand, it is at a far earlier stage of 
spread. This is why it is so important to raise awareness of the risk of 
what could happen in the future if we don’t collectively act now. 

 What are wilding pines? 
Wilding pines are trees which have self-seeded and are growing where 
they are not wanted. They are weeds and are as much of a threat to 
New Zealand’s environment as stoats, rats and possums! They are 
exotic conifer species which have very lightweight seeds, some of which 
have been known to have been transported 40km by the wind.  

Although shelterbelts and forestry plantations are not technically 
“wildings” themselves (as they were planted by people), they are often 
the seed source that initiates a wilding pine problem on surrounding 
land.  

Classic poop splatter example – marking the entrance to 
a penguin nest, in this case a rock burrow. Photo: Alice 
Webster.

Frequent occurance on the penguin survey – grovelling 
through bush and scrub – here Joey, crawling out of the 
scrub. Photo: Alice Webster. 

 
Wilding Pines are popping up on Banks Peninsula and will 
become an exponential problem if not controlled. If you 
can see one, there are usually at least another 10 around. 
How many can you count in this photo? This is a Pinus 
radiata wilding along the roadside at the top of Hickory 
Bay (I pulled out 30 while I was here). Photo: Alice 
Webster.  

 

 

 



 What species are they? 

The most common species of wildings on Banks Peninsula are Douglas 
fir (Pseudotsuga menziesii, aka Oregon Pine) and Pinus radiata. Other 
species to watch out for are larch (Larix decidua), Contorta (Pinus 
contorta aka Lodgepole pine), Scots pine (Pinus sylvestris), Bishop pine 
(Pinus muricata), Corsican (Pinus nigra aka Black pine) and Mountain 
pine (Pinus uncinata).  

 Why are wilding pines a problem? 

When wilding pines invade an area, they create shade, and alter the soil 
chemistry – making it more suitable for more wilding pines and less ideal 
for native vegetation. If allowed to infest an area, they completely take 
over, creating a dead zone where nothing survives underneath them as 
they are so densely spaced. 

Banks Peninsula is at risk to getting wilding infestations as there are 
many reserves and areas of extensively grazed land where they could 
take hold, if allowed the opportunity. 

 Wildings Workshop at 
Cloud Farm 

A workshop was held at Cloud Farm 
to increase awareness of the 
increasing problem of wilding trees 
and the huge risk they pose to both 
farming and conservation land on Banks Peninsula. Several locals 
demonstrated their different control techniques. You can view these as 
short video clips on our website. 

WILDING CONTROL FUNDING 
The National Wildings programme got a huge 
boost last year, of $100million to its fund  – 
which we made two applications to and were 
successful in being granted both.  

Firstly, we were awarded almost $200,000 for 
a project to control wildings in reserve land 
right across Banks Peninsula. A large chunk 
of this going towards reserves on the Wildside 
including Armstrong, Misty Peaks, 
Ellangowan and Nikau Palm Gully Reserves.  

The second application received $160,000 
funding to remove the last remaining large 
coning shelterbelt trees in the Devils 
Gap/Bossu Rd catchment (as volunteers have 
already spent over a year dealing to all the 
wildings that have popped up in the 
catchments bush).  

This funding instigated the creation of the 
‘Banks Peninsula Wilding Pine Advisory 
Group’ who are putting the site specific plans 
in place. ECan is administering the fund and 
hiring the contractors on behalf of this group. 

 

 

 
Photo: Marie Neal. 

 

 
Attendees of the Wildings Workshop listen to Bob Webster explain his tomahawk “frilling”  
technique. In the background you can see the hill covered in a (now dying) Douglas fir 
plantation which the owner Christo Trought has controlled with his unique chainsaw “drill 
and fill” technique. By leaving the trees standing to die, they break down gradually, allowing 
birds to use them as roosts and natives regenerate naturally underneath as more light filters 
through. Photo: Marie Neal. 

 

Ø Please contact me if you would like help 
to control wilding pine species on your 
property, including forestry blocks.  

Ø If we go under budget we will prioritise 
helping surrounding private land with high 
native conservation values.  

Ø Understanding where people are keen to 
control pines will help guide future funding 
applications. 



 Ø How to Make Your Stream Native Fish Friendly 

The following are aspects of a healthy stream environment. If your 
stream habitat includes these, our native fish are more likely to make 
your stream their home.  

Stony bottoms  

Insects (fish food) use the spaces between rocks to live and hide in. 
If these spaces are smothered with sediment, it drastically reduces 
the fish food supply in a stream. 

Shade  

Native forest is a favourite for our native fish as it provides shelter 
and food – with a rain of insects falling from overhanging plants. 
Shade helps keep the water cooler, and increased biodiversity and 
habitat allows them places to hide during the day (our native fish are 
generally nocturnal, secretive and like places to hide). 

Stock exclusion & grassy or vegetated banks 

Inanga (the species that makes up over 95% of the whitebait catch) 
lay their eggs out of the water, in damp grass, reeds or sedges on 
stream edges. The eggs stay there until the following spring tide 
reaches them. Stock exclusion especially leading up to and during 
their breeding season (Autumn) helps ensure the spawning habitat 
remains lush, moist and doesn’t dry out as well as ensuring their 
eggs aren’t trampled.  

 Clean & clear water 

If water is murky, fish can’t see their prey. No stock pugging of stream 
beds and banks and good buffer margins help reduce and capture 
any sediment to help keep the water clear.  

An easy check to see if your stream water is healthy is to lift up a 
rock – if you only see worms and snails the water quality is poor; if 
you see stoneflies and mayflies etc scurrying around the water 
quality is healthy.  

No overhanging culverts  

Many of our native fish are exceptionally good climbers and can 
climb anything that is wet, even waterfalls! However, even they 
cannot get up an overhang. If you have an overhanging culvert that 
you want to allow fish to pass through, (without doing instream 
works) you can use a rope. Tie knots along its length, attach it 
upstream, let it flow through the culvert and drop into the downstream 
flow. Our best native climbing species will be able to climb up the 
moist rope and knots will allow them to have little breaks along their 
upstream journey. 

  

ELECTRIC FISHING IN GOUGHS 
BAY 

Last year the main stream in Goughs Bay was 
surveyed and electric fished at two sites. The 
fish experts were extremely excited by what 
they caught. The abundance of native fish 
species was extremely high and several rare 
species were found. This shows the quality of 
water and habitat in this bay (and many other 
catchments on the Peninsula) is really 
healthy.

Katie (CCC) and Helen (consultant) electric fishing 
Goughs Bay Stream. Electric fishing sends out a pulse of 
electricity into the water which temporarily stuns the fish 
which then float to the surface. The catcher scoops them 
up and puts them in a bucket where they come to. After 
being counted and measured they are then released back 
into the stream. Photo: Alice Webster.

Measuring the length of an eel before releasing it back 
into the stream. Photo: Alice Webster. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you find any fish trying to 
climb out of your 
whitebaiting bucket, throw 
them back in the river, as 
they are the rarer native 
species of galaxiids. Their 
young make up less than 
5% of the whitebait catch. 
This is a photo of a juvenile 
trying to escape 
measurement. Photo: Alice 
Webster. Click this link for 
more info on our native fish. 
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